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Saturday, March 29, 1766. 





Any words and fen- 
tences are fo fre- 
guently heard in the 
mouths of men, that 
a f{uperficial obfer- 
ver is inclined to 
, believe, that they 
muft contain fome primary prin- 
ciple, fome great rule of action, or 
maxim of prudence, which it is 
proper always to have prefent to 
the attention, and by which the 
ufe of every hour is to be adjuited. 
Yet, if we confider the conduct of 
thofe fententious philofophers, it 
will often be found, that they re- 
peat thefe aphorifms, merely be- 
caufe they have fomewhere heard 
them, becaufe they have nothing 
elfe to fey, or becaufe they conceive 
that fome veneration is gained by 
fuch appearances of wifdom, but 
that no ideas are annexed to the 
words ; and that, according to the 
old blunder of the followers of 
Ariftotle, their fouls are mere pipes 
or organs, which tranfmit founds, 
but do not underftand them. 

Of this kind is chat well known 
and well atteifed pofition, that Life 
is _foort, which may be heard among 
mankind by jan attentive auditor, 
many times a day, but which never 
yet, within my, reach of obferva- 
tion, left any impreflion upon the 
mind ; and perhaps if my readers 
will turn their though's back upon 
their old friends, they wili find 1¢ 
difficult to call a fingle man to re- 
membrance, who appeared to know 
that, life: was fhort, till he was 
about to lofe it. 

It is obfervable that Horace, in 
his account of the characters of 
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men, as they are diverfified by the 
various influence of time, remarks, 
that the old man is dilator, /pe 
longus, given to procraflination, and 
inclined to extend his hopes toa 
great diftance. So far are we, ge- 
nerally, from thinking what we of- 
ten fay of the Seortnate of life, that 
at the time when it is neceffarily 
fhortelt, we form projects which we 
delay to execute, indulge fuch ex- 
pectations as nothing but a long 
traig of events can gratify, and 
fuifer thofe paffions to gain upon 
us, which are only excufable in the 
prime of life. 

Thefe reflexions were lately ex- 
cited in my mind, by an evening’s 
converfation with my friend Prof 
pero, who at the age of fifty-five 
has bought an eftate, and is. now 
contriving to difpofe and cultivate 
it with uncommon elegance. — His 
great pieafure is to walk among 
{tately trees, and lie mufing in the 
heat of noon under their fhade ; he 
is therefore maturely confidering 
how he fhall difpofe his walks and 
his groves, and has at lait deter- 
mined to fend for the beit plans 
from Italy, and forbear planting 
till the next feafon. 

Thus is life trifled away in prepa- 
rations to do what never can be 
done, if it be left unattempted till 
al} the requifites which imagination 
can fuggelt are gathered together. 
Where our defign terminates only 
tn our own fatistaction, the miftake 
isof no great importance ; for the 
pleafure of expecting enjoyment, is 
often greater than that of obtain- 
ing 1s, and the completion of al- 
moft every wifh_is found a difap- 
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pointment; but when many others “‘ ‘have mortality always before 
are interefted in an undertaking, ‘* him.” 
when amy defign is formed, in ‘Thus, not only in the flumber of 
which the improvement or fecurity floth, but in the diffipation ‘of il! 
of mankind is involved, nothing is direttedinduftry, is the thortnefs of 
more unworthy either of wifdom life generally focqotten. As fome 
or benevolence, than to delay it men Jofe their hours in lazinefs, 
from time to time, or to forgethow becaufe they fappofe that there is 
much every day that paffes over us time enough for the reparation of 
takes away from Our power,. ahd their negligence, others bufy them- 
how foon an idle purpofe todo an felves in providing that no length 
action, finks into a mournful wifh of life may want employment ; and 
that it had once been done. it often happéns, that Nupeifinefs 
We are frequently importaned, and attivity are equally furprized 
by the bacchanalian writers, Se by the laft fummons, and perifh not 
hold on the prefent hoor, to catch more differently from each other, 
the pleafures which are now within than the fowl that receives the fhat 
our reach, and remember that fatu- m her flicht, from her that is killed 
rity is not at our command. upon the buth. 
ut furely thefe exhortationsmay, Among the many improvements 
with equal propriety, be appliedto made by the left centuries in human 
better purpofes ; it may be at leaft knowledge, may be numbered the 
inculcated, that pleafures are more exaét calculations of the value of 
fafely poftponed than virtues, and life ; but whatever may be their 
that greater lofs is fuffered by mif- ufe in traffic, they feem very little 
fing an opportunity of doing good, to have advanced morality. They 
than an hour of giddy frolick and have hitherto been rather applied 
noify merriment, to the acquifition of money, than 
When Baxter had loft athoufand of wifdom ; the computer refers 
pounds, which he had Jaid up for none of his calculations to his own 
the eré€tion of a fchool, he ufed tenure, but perfifts, in contempt of 
frequently to mention the misfor- Sear ae to foretell long life'to 
tune, as an incitement to be chari- himfelf, and believes that he is 
table while God gives the power of marked ovt to reach the utmoft 
beflowing, and confidered himfelf veree of human exiftence, and fee 
as culpable in fome depree, for thoufands and ten thoufands fall 
having left a good ation in the into the grave. 
hands of chante, and fuffered his So deeply is this fallacy reoted in 
benevolence to be defeated for the heart, and fo Rrongly guarded 
want of quicknefs and diligence. by hope ‘and fear againit the ap- 
It is lamented by Hearne, the ‘proach of reafon, that neither {ci- 
Jearned antiquary of Oxford, that ence nor ‘experience can fhake it, 
this general forgetfulnets of the and we att as if life were wishout 
fragility of life, has remarkably end, though we fee and confefs its 
infeéted the ftudents of monuments dncertainty and fhortnefs. 
and records; as theiremployment Divines have, with great ftrength 
confifts firft in colleGing, and after- and ardour, fhewn the abfurdity of 
wards in arranging, or abftracting delaying reformation and repen- 
what libraries afford them, they tancé; a Geeree of folly indeed, 
ought to amafs no mcre than they which fets eternity to hazard. It 
can digeft; but when they have is the fame weaknefs, in proportion 
undertaken a work, they goon ‘tothe importance of the negleé, to 
fearching and tranfcribing, call for transfer any care, which now claims 
new fupplies, when they arealready our attention, to a future time : we 
overburdened, and at laft leave fometimes fubjeét ourfelves to need- 
their work upfinifhed. ‘* Tt is Jefs dangers from accidents which 
" ** (fays he) the bufinefs of a good early diligence would Wave obvi- 
«* antiquaty, as cf a good man, to ated, and fometimes perplex Me 
minds 
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minds by vain precautions, and 
make provifion for the execution 
of defigns, for which the opportu- 
nity once miiied, never will return. 

As he that lives longeft, lies but 
a little while, every man may be 
certain that he has no time to 
wafte. ‘The duties of life are com- 
men{urate to its duration, and every 
day brings its tafk, which if neg- 
leéted, is doubled on the morrow. 
But he tnat has already trifled awa 
thofe months and years, in whic 
he thould have laboured, muft re- 
member, that of what he has now 
only a part, the whole is little ; and 
that fince the few moments remain- 
ing are to be confidered as the lait 
trult of heaven, not one is to be 
loft. 


On Rerticiovus Joy. 
{ Continued from Page, 188.] 


‘THE largeft and firmeft founda- 

tion of. hope and joy, to the 
mind of a good chriftian, is the 
faith of the Gofpel. As it not only 
enlarges and confirms our beit fen- 
timeats, of the power, wifdom, juf- 
tice, and goodnefs of the fupreme 
governor of the univerfe, and the 
grandeur and benevolence of his de- 
figns ; but gives us the joyful affu- 
rance, That the eternal happinets of 
good men after death is one /pecial 
ebje2 of his intention, and the 
principal exd, for which our Sa- 
viou’ was fent into the world, and 
raifed after death to power and do- 
minion, in the invifible regions. He 
is difciofed to us, in a character and 
ofice moft proper to engage our 
efteem, to animate our love of vir- 
tue, and to encreafe our courage & 
hope. We have in him the moit 


perfect example of every human vir- 


toe, and the higheit inftance and 
proof of the intention of the A\l- 
mighty Governor of the world, to 
raiie mankind to another life, and 


' t0 reward virtue with everlafting 


honour and happinefs. That L/ 
and immortality which is fo clearly 
brought to light, and fo fully confirm- 
ed to us, by the refurrection of our 
Saviour, is the moft incerefting 
fubject to which we can turn our at- 


‘ 


tention, and the highef obje& of 
our hopes: nothing greater or hap- 
pier Can enter into human concep- 
tion: this eflablitheth our peace 
and joy on a perfect foundation, 
and enableth us, ** to rejoice in the 
** Lord always, even with a joy ia- 
** expreffible and full of glory. _ 
There are two different views of 
the ftate of mankind ; ane exclu- 
five, and the other inclufive of a 
life tocome. Whichis the more plea- 
fing & delightful view, can hardly 
need argument orexplication, in or- 
der to convince a rational enquirer. 
Had the Almighty Creator no fur- 
ther defign in the formatinn of mau- 
kind than their prefent fubhitence 
in this world, it would be hard to 
reconcile this purpofe alone, with 
his infinite wifdom and goodnefs : 
and was death the period of our 
exiflence, and the happinefs of this 
life the uktimate object of our hope, 
there would be apparent reafon to 
cry on, AM is vaniiy. Since all our 
prefent enjoyments, hopes and pro- 
fpects would be diminiihing thro’ 
life, and foon terminate in everlaft- 
ing darknefsand infenfibility. This 
view is not only ungrateful to the 
thoughts of a wife man, but more 
proper to debafe the mind, and 
damp the fpirit, than to encourage 
it in avirtuous purfuit, of any wor- 
thy and happy ends. Itis hea 
credible, that any perfons in the 
world can be funk into fach mean- 
nefs and folly, as to with that death 
may putan end to their being, and 
to derive eaje and contentment from 
fuch a muiferable expectation. 
They arc terrified at the aporehen- 
fions of that ftate, which in itfelf 
affords the moft glorious and de- 
lightful profpect; and pervert that 
into a fubjeét ot averfion and hor- 
ror, which ought in reafon to be 
the delight of their hearts, and the 
ground of their mot erateful 
prailes te Gop, and moft joyful 
hopes in regard to themilelves. 
They have recourfe to that as their 
laft and belt refuge, which every 
fenfible mind mutt naturally abhor, 
and ftartle at the thoughts of ; even 
that total and eternal deftrudion, 
which the Gofel denounceth to be; 
the final puni/oment of wicked men 
2B when 
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when they fhall be extirpated out 
of the creation, ‘* from the prefence 
** of the Lord, and by his glorious 
** power.” Such a dread at the 
thought of another world, can be 
the effe&t only of confcious guilt, or 
of falfe conceptions of Goo, and a 
dark diftruit of his. wifdom-and 
goodnefs. Such perfons labour un- 
der moft unhappy prejudices, and 
fub{titute fear initead of faith, and 
horror intiead of hope. The face of 
univerfal nature is obicured to their 
eyes, while they are afraid to 
extend their view beyond the limits 
of this life, and are ttruck with ter- 
ror at the beliet of afutureexiftence. 
The Gofpel itfelf, inftead of being 
tidings of great joy to them, 1s un- 
welcome news ; and they prefer the 
darkeit profpect of an eternal death, 
to that ‘‘ day-fpring from on high 
which brings life and immortality 
to light, 

In reafon all our fears fhould lie 
on the contrary fide : and our moft 
formidable apprehenhons ought to 
be, left the Gofpel fhould not be 
true ; left death fhould be the pe- 
riod of our exiilence, and prove to 
be in reality, what it is in appear- 
ance, a total and eternal death ;: \ett 
ali mankind fhould be involved in 
that defiruction, which according to 
the Gofpel- dodctiine, isto be theend 
only of the wicked and impenitent. 
And we ought 1n reafon to defire no- 
thing fo earneltly, as to be thorough- 
ly convinced, that the exceeding 
great and ineftimable promifes of a 
refurrection from the dead, and an 
eternal life, contained in the New 
Teiltament, are true. 

Tothe Ather/t, who deniesa Gon, 
and believes that mankind are the 
produce of chance; ortothe Demo- 
nif?, who apprehends the caufe of all 
things to bea malevolent being ; 
the belief of a future ftate may in- 
deed be dreadful : and it is no won- 
der if they are terrified atthe thought 

of an eternal exiitence; as of an 
unfathomable Chaos of confufion, 
——or anendlefs fcene of diabs- 
lic tyranny and cruelty. But thefe 
are not Chriffian or rational fenti- 
ments. It is ovr happinets to have 
juiter notions of the all-perfect be- 
ing, the excellence of his wosks and 
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defigns, who is known to us in the 
character of our Father in heaven, 
a being of infinite goodnefs, as well 
as Almighty power. 

The Heatheus were not fo happy, 
either in their conceptions of the 
divine nature, or their apprehen- 
fions of a future fate. Inftead of en- 
tertaining joyful hopes of a life to 
come, their notions of it were dark 
and fearful. Even the Elyzium which 
they feigned, as the refidence and 
reward of virtuous fouls, was a {tate 
fo little defirable, that it was much 
happier in their opinion, to conti- 
nue in this world, with all its trou- 
bles and adverfities. Many of them 
indeed denied a future itate: being 
more willing to believe that death 
put an end to their exiftence, than 
that fach a flate fhould follow here- 
after. This was in reality making 
a poor retreat, and flying toa det- 
perate refuge, when they preferred 
the belief of annihilation or an eter- 
nal defiru@ion, as the beft hope of 
what would befal them at death. 
One of their o/d poets pathetically la- 
ments this view of the flate of man- 
kind; and complains, that while 
the fun and the ftars fet and rife 
again, yet when man goes down to 
the grave, he finks into everlafting 
night, and never rifeth more: and 
chat while the plants and flowers ot 
the field obtain a kind of re/urrection 
in the {pring, yet the bett of men 
mutt perifh for ever without the 
Jeait hope of a reltoration to life. 
‘* * Alas, the tender herbs and 

flow’ rytribes, 
Tho’ crufh’d by wiater’s unrelent- 
ing hand, 
Revive oe when vernal zephyrs 
call. 
But men, the brave, the mighty and 
. the wife, 
Bloom, flovrith, fade ard fall :--and 
then fucceeds 
A long. long filent dark oblivious 
eep, 
A fleep which no propitious pow’'r 
difpels, 
Nor changine feafans, nor revolving 
years.” 
But the chriftian revelation gives 
us the ineltimable affurance, Ihat 
there is @ propitious power, able an 
* Mofch, epit.on Bion, 
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feady to deliver men from the pow- 
er of death, and raife them to ano- 
ther life: that there fhali bea re- 
volution, when ‘* they that fleepin 
** the duft fhallawake, and all that 
** are in their graves ihali hear the 
** reviving. voice of the Son of 
* GOD, and fhall live. Ye are 
** not ignorant,” fays the Apoitie, 
as the Heathens are, ‘* concerning 
“* them which are afleep ;, aad tere- 
** fore ye ought not to iorrow, like 
** thoie that have no hope. For if 
** ye believe that GOD railed up 
** Chriit from the dead; even io 
** them that fleep in Cahrift wiil 
© GOD bring together with him. 
(Zo de continued.| 


Artful Villainy brought to Light: A 
Chinefe H:fory. 
(Continued from Page 136.) 


yN the mean time, Ouang was in- 

confolable, and taken up with 
nothing but grief ; at length his re- 
lations and triends invited him one 
after another, to come to fee them, 
and by little and little, dried up his 
tears, and drove away his melan- 
choly. A fewdays after he rcturn- 
ed home, as he was walking in the 
gallery belonging co the hail, he faw 
a company of officers enter, who 
Came directly to him and put acord 
about his neck ; how, cried Quang, 
in a contternation, don’t you knew 
that | am one of the learned ? is 
it ufual to treat one of my rank 
in fo unworthy a manner, efpecial- 
ly when I know no reafon for it? 
The officers replied in an in- 
fulting manner, yes, you are a fine 
man of learning ! the Manda- 
tin will teach you whether it fuits 
with a man of letters to knock peo- 
ple on the head; arthe fame time 
they dragged him to the tribunal, 
where the magiitrate gave audience ; 
hardly was he fallen on his knees, 
but he perceived his flave at a little 
diftance, who was become his ac- 
cufer, and fhewed by his counte- 
nance how pleafed he was to bring 
his maiter into trouble. He then 
imagined that the accufation was 
defigned by this wretch, as.a revenge 
for the jult punithment that he had 
givenhim. ‘The Mandarin thus be- 
gan bis examination: You are ace 
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cufed, faid he, of having killed a 
merchant of Hou tcheou; what do 
you fay to the accufation? alas‘ 
Sir, replied Ouang, you are the re- 
prefentative of righteous heaven, do 
not liflen to the calumnies of this 
wretch ; confider whether a {fcholar 
by profeilion, weak and fearful as I 
am, ought to be fufpected of af- 
faulting or killing any perfon what- 
ever: My accufer is one of my 
flaves that I catched ina fault, and 
have feverely currected according 
to the right I have as his matter ; 
this wretch has formed a defign to 
ruin me, but I hope by’ your fkill 
and equity theaccufation of fuch a 
wretch will not turn to his maiter’s 
prejudice, & that you will eafily un- 
veil the fecret of his dark intrigues. 
Hou the Tiger, ftriking his forehead 
againit the ground, faid, Sir, as you 
act in heaven’s itead, I conjure you 
not to regard what this learned per- 
fon has faid, who has an excellent 
talent at counterfeiting; it 1s a 
common thing fora flave to commit 
a fault, and to be punithed, and yet 
there are but few that refent it fo 
far astoaccufe their matters of a 
capital crime ; but it is eafy to clear 
this matter up, the bones of the 
murdered perion are a€tually in his 
fepulchre, give orders that they may 
be digged up; if they are found, it 
will appear that | have jiaid true, 
but if not, then il am a flanderer, 
and {ubmit to be punifhed with all 
the rigour of the law. 

The Mandarin did as the flave de- 
fired : the officers were ordered to 
go with him to the place he men- 
tioned ; and there the carcale was 
found, which was now become a 
{keleton, and was carried upona 
bier to the audience.. The Manda- 
rin rifing from his feat, and confi- 
dering the Carcafe, * The crime 
* (fays he) 1s plain.” Ouang was 
going to be put tothe torture, when 
he defired they would only hear 
him for a moment. ‘ A fkeleton 
(faid he) fo bare as this is, makes 
it appear that the man was not 
lately killed: if I am guilty of 
this murder, why did my accufer 
put off the accufation fo long ? is 
it not reafonable to think that 
‘ Hou the tyger has procured this 
* fkeleton, to fix the calumny upon 
‘ me, 
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‘me, and to ftrike me as it were 
‘with a thunder-bolt?? ‘ The 
* anfwer is pretty good,’ faid the 
Mandarin: but Hou the tyger im- 
mediately replied, * It is true, that 
“ this is the body of a man killed 
a year ago; the attachment of a 
flave to his mafter is a reftraint 
dificalt to break through, in or- 
dér to become his maiter’s accu- 
fer; { own that I have connived 
at it, not being able to come toa 
refolution to bring a mafter into 
trouble that [ had an affection for; 
I hoped in time he weuld correct 
his paifionate and turbulent dif. 
pofition ; but as he becomes every 
day more brutal than other, I was 
apprehenfive he would take fome 
alfe ftep, &dragme withhimdown 
the precipice: this is the reafon 
that | have now informed againit 
him, and I own I ought to have 
done it fooner ; but if there itil! 
remains any difficulty. with re- 
fpeR to my evidence, let the 
neighbours be fent for, and quei- 
tioned about it; there 1s none of 
them but can tell the year and 
month in which ‘Ouang killed a 
man: this is a fare method to 
difcover which of as two have 
ipoken the truth.” The Manda- 
rin faid he was im the right, and 
ordered OQuang’s neighbours to be 
fent for: when they came, they 
were-asked what they knew of the 
murder in queftion? ‘-It is true 
“2 (replied they) that a year ago, on 
*‘ juch a month and day, UOuang 
* violently affaulted a dealer in gin- 
‘ per; he was.thowght to be dead 
* tor fome time, bat at length he 
* came to himfelf, and we know no- 
* thing at all of what happened 
* after.” At this teftimony of the 
neighbeurs,, Quang Jooked very 
oy and afterwards did nothing 
yut contradi& himielf. ‘ There 
* weeds no more queitions be asked, 
* (fatd the Mandarin) you are con- 
¢ victed of tms murder, but you 
‘ will never confefs it if rigorous 
‘methods are not ufed ;’ at ‘the 
‘ jame time he ordered him ‘to be 
bafiinadoed. Immediately two lufty 
fellows belonging to the Tribunal, 
pave a great fhout to thew their 
readine{s to execate his commands, 
aad feizing the fcholar, they threw 
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him on the ground, & laid on with 
all their niet 20 ftrokes of the bat- 
toon ; this was more thanenough for 
the poor fcholar, whofe conftitution 
was tender and delicate, was fo fear- 
ful of being more cruelly handled, 
thathe made no {fcruple of confef- 
fing whatever they pleafed. The 
Mandarin having taken down his 
examination, fpoke thus to the 
fcholar; tho’ it isno longer adoubt 
that you deferve todie, yet, as the 
murdered perfon has no relations 
that demand jaltice, your execution 
fhall be delayed for fome ume, and 
perhaps ere it be long, jome perfon 
or other will acknowledge the de- 
ceafed to be his relation, and then 
I will determine the kind of pu- 
nifhment you maft undergo, Ouang 
was then conduéted into adungean, 
and the fkeleton buried again in 
the place from whence 1t was taken, 
that it might bedelivered to his re- 
lations whenever they fhould ap- 
pear: The audience ended, the 
Mandarin returned to his palace, 

and Hou the Tiger withdrew well 
fatisfed with the {uccefs of his ac- 
cufation, and greatiy rejorced at the 
baftinadoe that his maiter had un- 
dergone: The other flaves belong- 
ing to Ouang, who were {ent to the 
audience by the lady his wife, ac- 
guainted her with every thing that 
paffed ; at this news fhe fainted 
away, and remained {ometime in 
that condition, infomuch that one 
would have thought her three fouls 
had left her ; but at length, coming 
a little to herfelf, fhe made the 
neighbourhood echo with her cries & 
lamentations, which were followed 
with another fainting fit, more vio- 
lent than the former ; at length by 
the affittance of her maid-fervants, 
fhe came by little & little to herfelf ; 
my dear hufband, cried the, but 
could not utter any thing ele ; her 
complaints and fighs began anew, 
and jatted above two hours. This 
extraordinary fit of grief being 
over, the took what filver the could, 
and another habit, and ordered 
one of her flaves to follow her, and 
another togo before; thus fhe crofled 
the city, and went tothe gate of 

the common prifon: when the huf- 

band and wife came to the fight o! 

cach other, they were fo greatly 

fhocked, 
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fhocked, that they had rot power to 
{peak. At length Ouang regained 
his {pirits, and with avoice mingled 
with fighs, my dear wife, faid he, 
*tis Hou the Tiger, that ill-natured 
flave, who has caft me into this 
abyfs of misfortune : The Lady 
Lieou heaped dreadful imprecations 
againft this malicious wretch ; then 
fhe took the filver, that fhe had 
hrought, & gave it to her husband. 
Take this faid the, & diftribute to the 
jailor and your keepers, and they 
will treat you with more mildnefs ; 
as foon as fhe had done this, night 
obliged them to feperate. ‘The 
jvady Lieou went away overwhelm- 
ed with melancholy, and her heart 
pierced with the moft lively grief: 
Ouang did not forget to bribe the 
jailor and the keepers, by which 
means he was exempted from the 
whip and battoon, which com- 
monly fall upon moft of the prifo- 
ners: but he had a great deal to 
fauffer from a crowd of villains a- 
mong whom he was forced to be, 
and through the thoughts of ending 
his days by a fhameful and cruel 
death. For fix months together he 
Jed this melancholy life in the ob- 
feurity of a dungeon, when he was 
attacked with a violent diftemper, 
the phyficians art and all the reme- 
dies that were given him had no 
effect, and he found himfelf redu- 
ced to the laft extremity; the very 
day he defpaired of recovery, a fer- 
vant came to bring him fome affi- 
ftance ; as foon as Ouang perceived 
him, turn back, faid he, as faft as 
you can and tell your miftrefs what 
a condition I am in, and let her 
make all the hafte poffibleto fee me, 
that I may give her my laf em- 
brace. (To be continued ) 
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io appears that Gower made a con- 
fiderable figure as a lawyer ; and 

it is faid by ant writers, that’ he 
was ‘raifed to’ the firft rank in that 
profefiion, being made chief juftice 
of the common pleas. But this feems 
to be rather uncertain ; however, it 

* 18 ‘certain that he was much diftin- 
guifhed for his knowledge inthelaw. 
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He was particularly attached to the 
fervice of Thomas of Woodttcke, 
firft Earl of Buckingham, -aod then 
Duke of Gloucefter; and he pro- 
bably belonged to that Prince in the 
way of his profeffion. For at that 
time, notonly the King and Prince 
of Wales, but all the Princes of the 
blood, had their fianding council 
learned in the law, who were heard 
in Parliament, in cafe any bil] was 
read, that might be detrimental to 
their interefts ; & it is not unlikely 
that Gower was this Prince’s Chan- 
cellor, that is, the chief of his law- 
yers, and he who direéted how juf- 
tice was to be adminiftered, and his 
prerogative maintained in his ha- 
nours, lordfhips, and manors. This 
Prince being at the head of thofe, 
who took up arms againit Richard 
and his favourites, in 1387, 0f which 
fome account was given in the pre- 
ceding life, the King ordered him 
to be feized and imprifoned at Ca- 
lais, where he was afterwards mur- 
dered, And as Gower was tleadily 
attached to this Prince; this tran- 
faction could not but create in him 
a diflike to the adminiftration of 
Richard ; though indeed if.our poet 
had been no way affe&led with this 
tragical event, he mutt, as a friend 
to the interefts of his country, have 
been greatly difgufted with the im- 
prudent and tyrannical covernment 
of that unhappy Monarch. But x 
appears, that Gower was much con- 
cerned for the crve] murder of bis 
patron, the Duke of Glouccier ; 
whofe ceath he pathetically lament- 
ed in his Vox Clemantis and Chro- 
nica Tripartita. And he did not 
fail to lay before King Richard the 
luxury that prevailed in his Court, 
the danger of liftening to flatterers, 
the wickednefs of corrupt Judges, & 
the inftability of human giory and 
happinefs, when Monarchs, .as was 
his cafe, gave way to the cruelleft 
-opprefiions of the people. 

When Richard the Second was 
depofed, and King Henry the Fourth 
had got poffeflion of the throne, 
Gower appeared warmlyon the fide 
of the revolution. And according- 
ly, to his Vox Clamantis; whieh isa 
kind of chronicle or hiitory of the 
infurrection’of the Commons, in the 

reign 
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reign of Richard, whicli he com- 
prized’ in feven books, in Latin 
verfe, * he added feveral hiilorical 
pieces ; and, in particular, achro- 
nicle of the depofition of King Rich- 
ard H{. and the coronation of King 
Henry IV. in three parts, in which 
he has been thought to bear too hard 
upon the memory of Richard, and 
to beftow tco-many entomiums up- 
on Henry. He alfo made fomeal- 
terations in his Confefio Amantis, 
which had been dedicated original- 
ly to Richard, and in{fcribed a kind 
of fecond edition of it to King 
Henry. 

Indeed, Gower has been treated 
with great harfhnefs by many wri- 
ters On this account. He has been 
reprefented as having, in an un- 

rateful manner, trampled upon & 
infulted the memory of his murder- 
ed mafter and generous benefaétor. 
Richard the Second, in order to pay 
his court to King Henty. But this 
hatfh cenfure of Gower does not 
appear to be founded uponany very 
jait grounds. Forin-order to place 
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of view, much is faid of his obli- 
gations to King ‘Richard; bur 
what thofe obligations were; ‘doés 
not appear. All thatis-particolar- 
ly fpectfied tn this refpe&, is Rich- 
ard’s calling him into his Barge, 
and requefting him to write abook, 
which our Poet aceordifply per- 
formed and in which he gaye the 
King very good advice; and-furely 
this was not an obligation conferred 
upon Gower of fo high a natare, as 
to preclude him from the liberty of 
fpeaking the truth of: Richard after 
his death, without incurring the im- 
putation of ingratitude. And what 
Gower has fatd of that prince, was 
evidently mo more than the truth, 
and indeed much Jefs than he might 
have faid of him with the ‘umot 
juftice. The unhappy end of that 
Monarch may excite pity in the hu- 
mane breait, and in’ fome degree 
throw a veil over his faults ¢-but vit 
muit be at the fame time remember- 
ed, that his reign wasdcarfcely dif- 
tinguifhed by ary thitg but impru- 
dence, extravagance; and tyran- 






























Gower’s a€tions in the worit point ny.(f) ‘The following is a tranfla- 
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* There is a manoufcript copy of this work in the Bodleian library, and tore than 
one in that of Ali Soul’s college, At Oxford there is alfoa very beautiful manufcript 
of it, with an epiftle in Latin verfe, addreffed to Thomas Arundel, Archbifhop of 
Canterbury, And in the Cottun library there is a corre@ copy of it; of the utle of 
which the following is a tranflation: ‘ The chronicle of of John Gower, commonly 
* called Vex Clamantis,. the voice of one crying in the wilderneis; or, a Poem on the 
¢ infurre€tion of .the clowns againft the gentry and nobility, in the time of King 
© Richard Lf. and of the caufes that gave rife to thofe enormous actions,’ ——T his work 
was never printed. ' 

+ A account hath been given of the depofition of King Richard II. in the life of 
Wykeham. The manner in which this untortunate Monarch ehded his days, is 
fomewhat uncertain, being very differently related by different hiflorians. It appears, 
that fome time after Henry's acceffion,:a defign was formed by feveral of the Nobili- 
‘ty; among whom were the Dukes of Exeter, Surry, and Aumerie, andthe Earis of 
Gloucefter-and Salifbury, to reftore Richard to the throne. But this. confpiracy 
being difcovered before the confpirators had time to take the proper meatures forput- 
ing it in execution, anc in confequence.the defign ending in nothing . but thé ewin of 
thofe concerned in it, itis faid by fome writers, that when King Richard was inform- 
ed that the Neblemen who had taken up arms for his reQoration,. had been fubdued 
and put to death, he took it fo much to heart,,qiat he refuiid all nouithment, and 
died of voluntary famine in the caftile of Pontefraé&t, ‘This is the ageuunt ‘which 
Gower gives of the death of Richard, in that clironicle of his which hath been altea- 
dy méntionéd. Others fay that he was murdered atthe inftigation of King Hertry, 
by Sir'Peter of Exeter, accompanied ‘by eight ruffians, againft whonrhe Very gallantly 
defended himfeif, and flew fome of the affaffins, -But others athirm, that with hunger 
and cold, and other unheard of crvelties, his enemies contrived to remove Kins ovt 

»of' the way, -However, in oneor other of thefe tragical methods did ‘this unhappy 
Prince end his days,..A Prince who afcended the: throne with the acclamations of 
the people, and who would probably have rejgned long and happily, had it. not 
been for his weak attachment to favourites, his unbounded juxury and extravagance, 
and his defire of rendering himfelf arb@rary. 
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tion of thofe lines of Gower on king 
Richard’s ag ny onsen foo 
great umbrage n taken ; 
with what juftice the reader may 


“ The reign of Richard, who the 


ptre bore, 

** Of England’s Monarchs, not 
** as heretofore . 

** With fpotlefs honour, for 
**though crowds proclaim 

** Fis deeds, yet from thole deeds 

He's, wee sm f 

5 ’s gone, and of his greatneis 
‘* all we find, 

*« The mem’ry of his faults is 
** left behind, 

‘« His honour foil’d, his praife 
“* to cenfure tarn’d, 

** And ali his claim to royal glo- 
«< ry fcorn’d. 

‘* Be this a warning unto thofe 
** who rule, 

‘¢ If wife, they’ll learn in Provi- 
** dence’s fchool, 

** Thofe who live ill, Heav’n 
** meant not to command, 

** Or fpread their vile examples 
** through the land. 

** The fate of Richard, haplefs, 
“© hopele{s youth, 

“ Proves, but too plainly, this 
** important truth. 

** Like to his life a doom he juft- 
** ly thares, 

¢* And what that life this chroni- 
** cle declares.” 


Gower compofed feveral other 
pieces befides thofe which have been 
mentioned; and from the general 
firain and tenor of them, he appears 
to have been a perfon of great inte- 
grity and real piety. One who 
placed religion not in ceremo- 
nies, but in actions; and who la- 
boured to convince mankind, that 
the praétice of virtue was their tru- 
eft intereft, as well as their high- 
ef honour. it muft be owned, 
that his thoughts are now more to 
be valued than his expreflion ; 
but, as Leland obferves, even nis 
expreflion is equal, if not fuperi- 
or, to any of thofe who attempted 
Latin poetry in his time. And itis 
plain from the writings of Gower, 
that even in feafons ot the moft dif- 


Zor 


folute luxury, as thofein which he 
flourifhed undoubtedly were, there 
wanted not a remnant of virtuous 
and intrepid men, who had {fpirit to 
oppofe a debauched nobility, a vo- 
luptuous clergy, complying Judges, 
and a corrupted people. 

In the firft year of the reign of 
king Henry the Fourth, our poet 
through the decay of age, was de- 
prived of his eye-fight. ‘This lofs 
he very pathetically lamented, in a 
** Poem of the commendation of 
** Peace;” in which he took his 
leave of the mufes and the world, in 
fuch terms as plainly fhewed his full 
fenfe of his approaching death. He 
died in the year 1402, and his re- 
mains were interred ander a fump- 
tuous tomb in St. John’s chapel, on 
the north fide of the church of the 
convent of St.. Mary Overy in 
Southwark ; which church had Jain 
for many years in ruins; to which, 
with a great part of Southwark, it 
was reduced by a fire in the begin- 
ning of the thirteenth century, but 
had been re built by Gower at his 
own expence, and with contributions 
which his influence procured. Our 
poet alfo founded a chantry here, 
and endowed it witha mals, dailyto 
be faid for him, and an obit to be 
performed the day after the featt of 
St. Gregory. 

There are feveral accounts of the 
monument which was ereéted over 
him in this chapel, and which have 
given rife to fome conjectures con- 
cerning his rank. Stowe, in de- 
{cribing it, fays, that the image of 
ftone lying upon it, reprefents him 
with long auborne hair, reaching to 
his fhoulders, and curling up, 2 
{mall forked beard, and on his head 
a chaplet of rofes red, four in num- 
ber, an habit of purple damask, 
reaching down to his feet, a collar 
of S.S. gold about his neck, and 
under his head the likene(s of three 
books which he compiled, Speculum 
Meditentis, in French; Va Cla- 
mantis, in Latin; and Confe/io 
Amantis, in Englith. 

From anothe: deicription of thig 
monument, it appears that on the 
wall alfo was paimed three virgins, 
reprefenting CHarity, Mercy, 
and Pity, with crowns on their 

zt, heads, 
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heads, and théfe feveral devices in 
their hands : 


Cuarit vy held this device, 


En toy qui es fils ‘de Dien le pere 
Saune /oit gut gif? fous ceft pierre 
Throvgh thee, of God, the only 


on, R 
Be fav’d, who reéfts beneath this 
ftone. 


The fecond, Mercy, held this; 


O bone Fefu fait ta mercie 

A Pame, dont decorps gift ici. 

O Jeiu kind thy mercy thew, 

To the foulof him that refis_ be- 


low. 
And the third, Pity the following, 
Pur ta pitie Je/u regarde, 


Es met ce/t alme en Jaune garde. 

For pity’s fake {weet Jefu keep, 

The vont of hira who here doth 
e¢ep- 


Near thefe emblematical figures 
hung a table with this infcription, 
‘¢ Whefoever praith for the foule of 
ae jobn Gower, he thal] fo oft, as 
*¢ he fodoth, have an M. and D, 
«* daics of pardon.” The follow- 
ing epitaph. was likewife put over 
him : 


Armigeri feutum uaibil a modo fert 


bi tutam, 
Reddidit immelutum morti generale 
| tributum, 
Spiritus exutum Je gaudeat eft folu- 
| ui, 
Et ubi virtutum regnum fine labe 
fratuium. 


Which has been thus tranflated, 


His fhield: henceforth is wfelefs 
grown, 
To pay death’s tribute flain, 
. His foul’s with joyous freedom 
flown, 


Where {potlefs {pirits reign.(§) 


¥ 
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It is not very material to pofteri- 
ty, whether Gower was a Knight or 
not; but fome particulars upon this 
monument have, as we have before 
obferved, given occafion to. fome 
debate upon this matter. The or- 
nament of the collar perfauaded Le- 
land that he was a Knight; but 
Stowe inferred from the fame cir- 
cumitance that he was only an Ef- 
quire, the collar of S: S. being we 
on at the creation of Efquires. But 
Mr. Anftis having obferved that the 
collar impofed upon fuch creations 
was notof gold, as this of Gower’s 
was, but of Silver, informs us, that 
the collar of S. S. which became 
afterwards a. mark of dignity, was 
Originally the cognizance or badge 
of the Houfe of Lancafler, and was 
worn by fuch as were defirous of 
fhewing their attachment to that 
Howfe. The fame author alfo re- 
marks, that Gower’s wearing a 
fwan appendant to his collar, wasa 
proof of his attachment tothe Duke 
of Gloucefter. On the whole, 
therefore the opinion of Mr. Selden 
feems to be the beh founded, who 
concludes our Poet to have been on - 
ly an Efguire from the firft words of 
his epitaph, Armigeri Seutum, figni- 
fying an Riquire’s fhield. : 

It is certain that Gower was mar- 
ried, fince his wife was buried’ in 
the fame church with him, and un- 
dera monument below his own. 
But whether he had any, or what 
iffue, is not quite certain. Mr. 
Stowe indeed iays, that he’ was 
eee of John Gower, {word- 

arerto the unfortunate Prince of 
Wales, fon to King Henry VI. and 
who with his matter Jott his life after 
the battle of ‘Tewkfbury, im 1473. 
But there is fome reafonto dowbt 
the truth of this. That our Poet 
was ip good, or rather affluent cir- 
cumftances, oe from his fe- 
buildine part of the chorch of St. 
Mary Overy, and founding a chan- 
try and obit there. 

We have already taken notice of 
Gower’s extenfive learning He 
was a great mafier of the French & 
Latin languages, as well as his 

own; 


& In the time of Stowe the infcriptions upon this monument of Gower were wathed 


out, and not legible 5; and the effigies was alfo defaced, by cutting off the nofe and 


hands ; but it hath been fince repaired, anda new in{cription placed, 
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own; and has left excellent {peci- 
mens of his poetical genius in each 
of thefe languages. But his diftin- 
vifhed poetical merit was intro- 
a the mufes into this kingdom; 
for in order of time he was pene to 
Chaucer, though he alfo furvived 
him. And in this view he may 
therefore be itiled the parent of our 
Englith poetry ; byt he was fo much 
eslipfed by the fuperior poetical 
abilities of his friend Chaucer, that 
this title has been generally given 
tothe latter. ‘* I will not reach 
ony Mr. Puttenham in his art. of 
glifh e) above the time of 
King Edward the Third, and Rich- 
ard the Second, for any that wrote 
in Englifh metre ; ufe, before 
their time, by reafon of the late 
man conquelt, which had 
brought into the realm much alte- 
ration, both of our language and 
laws, and therewithal a certain 
martial barbaroufnefs, whereby che 
ftudy of all good learning was fo 
much degraded, as long tume after 
ne man, Or very few, intended to 
write in any laudable icience, fo as 
beyond that time there is little or 
nothing worth commendation to be 
ound written in this art. And 
thofe of the firit: age were Chaucer 
and Gower, after whom followed 
John Lydgate, the Monk of Bury,* 
aad that namelefs poet who wrote 
the fatire called Pisace PLow- 
man.” To the fame purpofe alio 
Sir Philip Sydney, ‘‘ Inthe Italian 
language ({ays he) the .firft that 
eit to be .a.treafure-houfe of 
ioede tien the poets Dante, Bac- 
cace, atid Petrarch. ' So in our En- 
glih, -were Gewer and Chaucer ; 
after whom, encouraged & delighted 
with their excellent foregoing, 
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others have followed to beautify our 
mother tongue, as well in the fame 
kind, as other arts.”” Butthe inge- 
nious Mr, Warton, in his obferva- 
tions on Spenier’s Fairy Queen, has 
put the claim of Gower & Chaucer 
to beiag confidered as the firtt En- 
glith ts, upon a fomewhat diffee 
rent footing. ‘‘ There are indeed 
(fays he) the works of fome English 
poets now remaining, whe wrote be- 
fore Gower and Chaucer; but thefe 
are Chiefly chronicles in rhime, and 
feem to have left us the laft dregs of 
that kind of compofition, which 
was practifed by the Britith bards ; 
as for inftance, the Chronicle of 
Robert of Gloucefter, who wrote, 
according to his Own account, 
about the year 1280; and. hence we 
obferve, that Gower and Chaucer 
were reputed the frfi Englith poets, 
becaufe they firlt brought snvention 
into our poetry, they moralized their 
Jong, and ftrove to make virtue 
more amiable by cloathing her in 
fiction.” 
[To be continued. | 


4 View of Poritrcat Letrrers 
avbich haveappeared in the Pablic 
Papers. 


T Herfites, in the Public Advertifer, 
fays, ** Nothing can be more 
falfe and injurious to the character 
of the great Stamp-maiter, than to 
give out, that he is a declared, ene 
my to all colonies without diltince 
tion. The Manillans know the 
contrary : His generous and difinte- 
refted appearance in their behalf 
fufficiently evinces him a friend to 
foreign fettlements, while his anti- 
pathy feems folely confined to thofe 
of a Britith growth ; neither are his 
2C2z fervices 


* JOHN LYDGATE was commonly called the Monk of Bury, becaufe he was 
ae that place, gbout the 4380. After fome time fpent in our Englith univerfi- 
tic 


¢s,he travelled throu 
progreéfs in learning, 


France and Italy, improving his time in making a further 
itfens fays, he was not only an elegant poet, and an eloquent 


thetotician, but alfo an expert mathematician, an acute philofopher, and no mean 

ivine. The fnoothnefs of his verfification has been greatly commended ; andhe is 
fzid to have been fo truck admired by Ins cotemporaries, that the y faidof him, that 
his wit was framed and fafhioned by the mufes themfelvés. After his return from 
France and Italy, he bédame tatot to many noblemen’s fons, and for his excellent en- 
déwments was much efteemed and reverenced by them, He wrote a poem, called 
the Life and Death of He€tor, fome fatires, eclogues, and other learned works in 


profe, He died in 1440, aged fixty, and was buried in his own conyent at Burys 
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fervices thrown aivay Ona thanklefs 
people ; for thefe grateful Spani- 
ards, inftead of hanging him in effi- 
ey like ourfarly North Americans, 

ave jately  fent*him the freedom 
of their city in a gold box, as-lam 
informed by a correfpondent. at 
Cadiz, who writes, that it is a€tual- 
ly arrived. The workmanfhip, he 
fays, isexquifice, and the figures on 
the lid executed in the true antique 
ftile. The ftory is the ranfoming of 
Rome by the Gaels. Jn the front 
appearsa crowd of citizens with wry 
faces, chucking their raniom, dol- 
lar by dollar, mto a pair of -f{cales, 
held by'King > Brennus, or Ge- 
neral: Der, an’ his right-hand, 
with a> piftol an:his left, and we 
wis coming out of his mouth : 
Bebind him 1 '@ group of Englith 
warriors, who, by: their looks, feem 
willing-to take at without weight ; 
when, tv that infant, appears the 
Great Financier himfelf,in the cha- 
racter of Camillus in a Roman To- 
ga, and full bottom’d Perriwig, who 
mnterpofes: histhield, and faves che 
vanquiihed Manillans from the fury 
of their lordly conquerors. 

Along with the: box: is; a Jetter 
from the reverend general and arch- 
bifhop of the place, addreffed im 
pure Caftillan:: “* Al illntrifimo 
** Don Jorge» Villaverd quien Dios 
‘¢ guarda mil Annos y algo mas, 
« 'Trelforario en Londres ;’’ that is, 
{foraphe benefit of the anlearned 
reader) To the mof illuftriows Don 
G— G-——, whom God preferve 
a> thoufand years, and fomething 
more, firft C ref the T——y 
in London. Not that i believe the 
Spaniards reably expected him to 
continue fo long inoffice, but only 
toexprefs, imtheir hyperbolical way, 
thein deep jenfe of his fervices, and 
easnelt wifhes for the duration of his 





I. 

That this extraordinary affection 
to Don Jorge may not appear wrong 
placed bythe Manillans, I fhall here 
relate the chief circamitances of 
their affair. 

Immediately after the congueft of 
that citys, {© advantageous to. this 
nation, and {9 glorious forahe little 
army shat atchreved it, the brave 
and fuccefsful commander difpatch- 
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ed a gallant officer (the fame who 
laft year fo greatly diftinguifhed 
hinfelf in Bengal) to carry home 
the news, and to lay the trophies of 
his viétory at his S=——n’s feet. 
No doubt. this was a grateful com- 
mifhon to be the bearer of tidings 
fo joyful to the people, and, as he 
thought, fo acceptable to the Mi- 
niftry. But how was this poor 
Mercury mortified, to find his news 
of war arrivefo mal-a-propos in the 
piping days of peace; and that, in- 
itead of bringieg home a frefh ac- 
quifition to the wealth and grandeur 
of his Mother country, -he only fur- 
nifhed one article more to the long 
mu fter-roll of places to be reflored. 
The miniftry tarred their backs up- 
op him, and locked upon his ftand- 
ards as they do on righteou/ne/s—as 
filthy rags—The guus inthe park 
were muffled, like Bow bells on a 
city addrefs, and they were afhamed 
to telithe people the place was ta- 
ken, for fear of putting them in mind 
that it was to be given up. “ 

Atthis time it is probable they 
conceived the defign of giving up 
the ranfom alfo. The General ap- 
pealed to the people, and publithed 
a plain narrative, like a brave man, 
who could fight his own battles, and 
teli his own tale. This convinced 
the public, and enraged the mivif- 
try ; and it was on this occafion the 
Gentle Shepherd took a brief in the 
caufeagainit him, and, like a well- 
fee’d lawyer in a long harangue, at- 
cece to. wee, his Ag 
point Oy point, an ragrap 
paragraph. How far 2 ote 4! 
in argument, | fhall not fay; but 
sevsare it is, ae Cacepndee ar sg ne 
obtawing a 1 profequl, 43 
Clients; for avhpenien more of this 
affair cll the coming in of the pre- 
fent miniftry. 

An unchangeable Whig, in the St. 
James’s, Chronicle, fays ‘* There 
are no forts of men who run agrea- 
te; rifque of lofing their reputation, 
than prognotticating phyficians, nor 
was this maxim ever more evident- 
ly verified than in the cafe of dodtor 

nti.dejapus, to whom the prefent 
miniltry have been. patients for 
fome months paft. very time 
he came upon the public ftage he 
proclaimed 
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claimed to to multitude that the 
tal'infe&ion ‘had feifed every in- 
dividual of the ‘prefent miniftry, 
that they were upon the point of 
expiring, and that fuch and fuch 
were {ymptoms which they could 
not poifibly furvive. ‘The mifchief 
was that’ thefe’ mortal fymptoms 
varied every day, the old ones dif- 
appeared without doing their er- 
rand, ‘and new ones fucceeded, 
which wereto bring about the long 
Yooked-for diffolation in atrice. Ac 
‘length the choufed audience began 
to hifs'and groan, the Merry-An- 
drew laughed in his face, and the 
door flalked off, to vifit his Pati- 
ents Omee more, and to find out, or 
father to guefs at fome new appear- 
ance which would more certainly 
bring onthe Cataftrophe. The lat 
mptomi he gave notice of, which 
threatened the immediate expiration 
ofthe’ prefent miniftry, was their 
reviving’ the long dormant diftinc- 
tion of Whig & Tory. Whether he 
teally has. difcovered ‘this fymptom 
in their cafe, | cannot pretend to 
fay; bucif {as I molt earneftly with 
it may) this token has appeared up- 
on them, I wil! venture to prognof- 
ticate' in my turn, that itis an hap- 
py prefage of health and long life 
both to them and the Public, as it 
fhews that they have now difcover- 
ed, and aré confequently in away to 
redrefs°the real’ grievances of the 
People, and to guard againft a re 
tarn of them. . The quack, indeed, 
would perfuade'us that Tories and 
Jacobites are- mere non-exiftents, 
phatitoms>tonjtred ap to ferve a 
MinifteriaP turn; and that nothin 
ofthe kind has been feen or heard 
‘Of Gd this country fince the year 
1945. To fach aflernions as rthefe 
‘One weed only oppofe the figns of 
the times, which not long ago ap- 
pemed with every featere thar dif- 
inp aified the moft remarkable days 
Of ‘the Stuarts, under the profeffed 
patronage of this very Anti-Seja- 
nus” matters... Among orher ph2- 
nomena ofthe kind appeared gene- 
fa) warrants; an extenfion of the 
‘excife laws, ‘commercial incum- 
‘Drances upon the colonies of diffe- 


rent kinds, &c. &c. On another 
hand (the conttant attendant upon a 
Tory miniftry from the acceflion of 
ames I. to that of George I. viz. 
he increafe of, and connivance at 
popery, &c. , } 

Razor, in the Public Advertifer, 
fays ** The meafures daily taken 
by the prefent popular adminiftra- 
tion fhut out all nopes of fuccefs to 
their enemies. The repeal of chat 
injudicious. At, which has termi- 
nated in confufion to the Gentle 
Shepherd, and the _— wiie re- 
gulations propofed with regard to 
the odious excife upon cyder, can- 
not fail to endear the Miniftry to 
the people. In fhort, every thing I 
fee and hear encreafes my mortifica- 
tion, and makes me curie my folly 
in attaching myfelf to the weak, 
infatuated Favourite. 

Popellus, in the Pablic Advertifer, 
obferves, ** That the Favourite is 
a glaring inftance to prove, that 
pularity 1s not ro be attained in an 
indireét way. ‘The prefent admini- 
ftration fully demonftrates, that 
virtuous condudét cannot fail to be 
rewarded with the confidence and 
wifhes of a grateful people. The 
obvious truth of the cele is, that 
thoagh individual perfons elevated 
to a certain condition and rank are 
capable of being made the depraved 
inftruments of corruption toa wick- 
ed minitfter, itis impoflible for the 
great body or miafs of the people to 
become the objects of fach venality. 


‘This is the circumftance, which 


juitly gives fo much weight and im- 
_oenes to the voice of the | a 

he voice of the people is {ure to 
be ingenuous, fincere, and ho- 


neft. 

The hiftory of the five jaf extra- 
ordinary years in this country clear- 
ly proves, that the voice of the peo- 
ple is not only ingenuous and ho- 
neft, but fenfible, will-regulated, 
& juft. The people have exectated 
wicked meafures, and admired good 
meafures ; they have witheld their 
confidence from corrupt, bad mi- 
nilters, and do now largely & libe- 
rally beitow it upon virtuous and 
truly patriot miniiters, 

A Letter 
















































A Letter toa Chinese refaing in Lone 
don, from bii Sen, @ Slave.iv Por- 


Jia. 


mpPHE whole Haram is filled with a 
tumultuous joys .Zelis,] the 
beautiful captive, has ‘confented to 
embrace the religion of Mahomer, 
and become one of the wives of the 
faftidious Perfian. It isfimpofitble to 
deferibe the tranfport that fits on 
every face on this occafion. Mafic 
and featting fli ere apartment, 
the mott miferable flave feems to 
forget his chains, and fympathizes 
with the happinefs of Moftadad. 
The herb we tread beneath our feet 
is not made more for our ule, than 
every flave around him for their 
imperious mafter; mere machines 
of obedience they wait with filent 
afliduity, feel his pains, and rejoice 
in his exultation. Heavens! how 
much is requifite to make one man 


happy - 

Twelve of the moft beautiful 
flaves, and | among the number, 
have got orders to prepare for car 
rying him in triemph to the bridal 
apartment. ‘The blaze of perfamed 
torches are to imitate the day ; the 
dancers and fingers are hired at a 
vaft expence. The nuptials are to 
be celebrated on the approaching 
feaft of Barboura, when an hun- 
dred taels in gold are to be diitri- 
buted among the barren wives, in 
order to pray for fertility from the 
ap 2 graye, union. . 

hat will not riches procure! an 

hundred domeftics, who curfe the 
tyrant in their fouls, are command- 
ed to wear a face of joy, and they 
are joyful. An ‘hun red flatterers 

re ordered to attend, and they fill 
his ears with praife. Beauty, all 
commanding. beauty, {ues for ad- 
mitiance, and (carcely receives an 
anfwer; even love itielf feems to 
wait upon fortune, or though the 
paffion be only feigned, yet it wears 
every appearance of fincerity ; and 
what greatér pleafuare can even 
true fincerity confer, or what would 
the rich have more? 


’ Nothing can exceed the intended 


magnificence of the bridegroom, 
* ] See Page 373. 
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but the coftly drefies of the bride, 
fix eonuchs 19;the mot {umprivous 
habits.are to uct him to the 
nuptial couch, and wait his Orders. 
Six ladies, in all the magnificence 
of Perfia, are directed to undrefs 
the bride, Their bufinefsis toafiift, 
to encourage her, to diveft her of 
every encumbering part of her drefs, 
all but the lait covering, which, by 
an artful complication of ribbons, 
is purpofely made difficult to une 
looie, and with which the is to part 
reluctantly even to the joyful pof- 
feflor et her beauty. 

Moltadad, O my father, is no 
philofopher;. and yet-he feems per- 
fe&tly contented with his ignorance, 

ed of numberleis flaves, ca- 
mels, & women, he defires no preat- 
er poilefhon. He never opened the 
page of Mentius, and yet all the 
flaves tell me that he is happy. 

Forgive the weaknefs of my na- 
ture, 1f 1 fometimes fee] my heart 
r¢bellious to the diétatesof wifdom, 
and eager for happinefs like his. 
Yet why with for bis wealth with his 
ignorance ; to be like him, incapa- 
ble of fentimental pleafures, inca- 
pable of a the happinefs of 
making others happy, incapable of 
— the beautiful Zelis philo- 
ophy. 

What, thal] TF in a tranfport of 
paflion give up the golden mean, 
the univerfalharmony, the unchang- 
ing eflence for the poffefhon of an 
hundred camels; as many flaves, 
thirty-five beautiful horfes. and fe- 
venty-three fine women !» Degrade 
me beneath the .moft degraded ! 
Pare my nails, ye powers ot héaven' 
ere | would toop to fach an ex- 
change. What, part with philofo- 
phy, which teaches me to fupprefs 
my paflions inftead of gratifying 
them, which teaches me even to di- 
veit my fowl of paflion, which tea- 
ches ferenity in the midi of tor- 
tures ; philofophy, by which even 
now | am fo very ferene, and fo ve- 
ry much at eafe, to be perfuaded ta 
part with it for any other enjoy- 
ment! Never, never, eventhough 
a ton fpoke in the accents of 

clis | | Adieu, 
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SeLect Pieces of Poetry. 


The Beautinzs of the SPRING. 


AIL happy fhades, and hail thou 
chearful plain, 
Where peace and pieafure unmolefted 


reign ; 

Where dewy buds their blufhing bofoms 
fhow, 

And the cool rivers murmur as they 


ws: 
See yellow crowfoots deck the gaudy 
hills, 
While the faint primrofe loves the purling 
rills : 


Sagacious bees their labours now renew, 

Hum round the bioffioms, and extract 
thrir dew ; 

In therr new liveries the green woods ap- 


pear, 
And fmiling mature decks the infant 


years 

See yon proud elm that fhines in bor- 
row dcharms, 

While the curl'd woodbines deck her aged 


arms. 
When the ftreak’d-eaft receives a lighter 
ray 
And larks prepare to meet the early day ; 
Through the glad bowers the thrill an- 


thems run, 
While the groves glitter to the rifing 
fun : 


Then Phillis haftens to her darling cow, 
Whofe thining treffes wanton on her 


w ' 
While to her cheek enliv’ning colours 
» fy, 
And health and pleafure fplarkle in her 


eye. 

Unfpoil’d by riches, nor with knowledge 
Vain, 

Contented Cymon whiftles o’er the 
plain ; 

His flock difmiffts from their nighty fold, 

Obferves their health, and fees their num- 


ber told, 
Pleas‘d with its being, fee the nimble 
fawn 

Spotts in the grove, or wantoa’s o’er the 
og shelawnp, 

While the pleas’d courfers frolick out the 


day, 
And the dull ox affe&ts unwieldly play. 
Hark the fhriil linnet charms the difiant 
plain, 
And Philomel replies with fofter Rrain ; 


See thofe bright lillies thine with milky 


hue 
And'thofe fait cowflips drop with balmy 
dew, 


To MIRA, with @ repeating WATCH. 
IRA! this machine, you'll find, 
Suits a moralifing mind, 
Has it Motion ? ‘tis as clear, 
Adtion is man’s proper {phere. 
Equal fhould its progrefs prove, 
So through life let Mira move. 
When you forward urge its pace, 
Think wt may be Mira’s cafe: 
In my paflage to the fky, 
Havel linger’d ?——let me fiy! 
Backwards are the bands convey’d, 
To the points whence late they ftray’d ? 
Bluth not, Mira! to untread 
Steps that wifdom never led. 
If it ftand, refie@ting fay : 
Time for no machine wll fiay : 
Heay’n obferves 5 and will it find 
Mira with him or behind ? ) 
Mark its hands, with thanks to heav’a, 
For each hour and minute giv'p ; 
Giv'n as means to make us wile ; 
Giv'n to form us fer the fkies. 
Falfe if either hand be view'd, 
Some internal fault conclude : 
Thus if Mira’s life thould fin, 
Let her-firft reform within. 
When it ftrikes the hour, admit 
Silence is not always fit. 
Ev'ry day its tafk purfu'd, 
Hints how thine muft be renew'd, 
Say, wheo winding ep: Alas ! 
Human wheels, like thofe of brals, 
Soon their fundtions muft forego, 
Nought if foreign hand beftow, 
If, all day, it a&ted right, 
When the hangs it by at night, 
Then let Mira afk her heare : 
How have I perform’d my part? 
if it err’d, let Mira pray: 
Heav'n, forgive my faults to-day. 
For its ufe, my profent prize ; 
All betides neglet-——-defpife: 
Shine its trinkets as they will, 
Trinkets are but trigkets fill. 
Mira! when at court array 'd 
All in jewels, and brocade, 
If at heart no merit dwell, 
If no dceds that merit tell; 
Though a Lord fhould fmile, or Kirg, 
Thou'rt a glitt’ring ufelefs thing. 
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If, whate'er its prefent praife, 
Allits pow’r to ferve decays ; 
Means to mend it vainiy tri'd, 
When you catt it from your fide ; 
On a life of virtue patt 
—_ retrofpe€tion caft : 

ut let Mira think agaia, 
Only virtue patt were vain ; 
Perfeverance, tll we dye, 
Wins, the Chriftian crown on high. 


A Night Piece on DEATH, 
Y¥ the blue taper’s trembling light, 


No more I| watte the wakeful night, 


Intent with endiefs view to 
The fchoolmen and the fages o'er ; 
Their books from wif4om widely ftray, 
Or point at beft the longeft way. 
Tit feck a readier path, and go 
Where wifdom's furely taught below, 
How deep yon azure dies the fky ! 
Where orbs of goid unnumber'd lye ; 
While through their ranks in Gilver-pride 
The nether crefcent feems to glide. 
The flumb'ring breeze forgets to breathe, 
The lake is fmooth and clear beneath ; 
Where once again the fpangled thow 
Defcends to meet our eyes betow. 
The grounds which on the right afpire, 
in dimnefs from the view retire : 
The left prefents a place of graves, 
Whofe wall the filent water laves. 
That ficeple guides thy doubtful fight 
Among the lived gleams of night. 
There pafs with melancholy fate, 
By all the folemn heaps of fate; 
And thiek, as foftiy-fad you tread 
Above the venerable dead, 
** Time was, like thee, they life pofieft; 
** Andtime thall be, that thou thalt reft.” 
Thofe graves, with bending ofier bound, 
That namelefs heave the crumbied ground, 
= to the glaneing thought difclofe, 
toil and poverty repofe. 
The flat fmoothftones that bear a name, 
The chifel’s flender to fame, 
(Which, ere our fet of decay, 
Their frequent fteps may wear away ;) 
A middle race of mortals own, 
Men, half-ambitious, all-unknown. 
The marble-tonabs that rife on high, 
Whofe déad in vaulted arches lye ; 
Whofe pillars fweil with fculptur’d ftones, 
Arms, angels, epitaphs, and bones ; 
Thefe, ali the poor remains of (tate ; 
Adorn the rich, or praife the great ; 
Who, while on earth in fame they live, 
Are fenfelefs of the fame they give. 
Hah ! while | gaze, pale Cynthie fades, 
The burfting earth unveils the fhades ! 
All-flow, and wan, and wrapt with 


throuds, 
They rife in vifionary crouds ; 


~ 





Secect Pisces of Porrry. 


And all with fober accent cry : 
Think, mortal, what it is to die, 
Now from yon black .and fun'ral yew, 
That bathes the charnel-bovfe with 
dew, - 
Methinks I hear a voice begin ; 
(Ye ravens, ceafe your croaking din ; 
Ye tolling clocks, no time refound 
O’er the long lake and midnight-ground!) 
It fends a peal of hollow groans, 
Thus {peaking from among the bones : 
When men my fcythe and darts fup- 


ply 

How great a king of fears am I! 

They view me like the laft of things ; 
They make, and then they dread my 


ftings. 

Fools ! if ye lefs provok’d your fears, 
Neo more my [ rm appears, 
Death's bet a path that muft be trod, 
If man would ever pafs to God : 
A port of calms, a ftateof eafe 
From the rough rage of fwelling feas. 

Why then thy flowing fable ftoles, 

t cyprefs, niourning poles, 

Loofe fcarfsto tall athwart thy weeds, 
Long drawn herfes, cover’d feeds, 
And of biack, that as they wead, 
Nod o’er the ‘fcutcheons of the dead ? 

Nor can the know, 
Nor wants the foul thefe forms of woe; 
As men who long in prifon dwell, 
With lamps that glimmer round the cell, 
Whene'er their fuff ’ring years are run, 
Spring forth to greet the glitt’ring fun ; 
Such joy, though qnwechenting feafe, 
Have pious fouls at parting hence. 
On earth, and in the body plac’d, 
A few, and evil yeors they watte ; 
But when their chain s ave caft afide, 
See the glad fcene unfolding wide, 
Clap the glad wing, and tow’r away, 
And mingle with the blaze of day ! 


On our Ignorance of Futurity. 


EAV'N from all creatures hides the 
book of fate, 
All — the page prefcrib’d, their prefent 
ate : 
Ftem brutes what men, from men what 
{prrits know : 
Or who could fuffer being here below ? 
‘the lamb thy <ziot dooms te bleed to- 


day 

Had he thy Reafon, would he fkip and 
play ? 

Pleas'd to the laft, he crops the flow'ry 
food 


And licks the hand ju@ rais'd to thed 
his blood. 

© blindnefs to the future ! kindly given, 

‘That cach may fill the circle mark’d by 


heav'n, 








